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436 YALE LAW JOURNAL 

To us in America who must now read our Story in three stout volumes, 
comprising more than two thousand pages, with the original text over-laid with 
notes by successive editors, and containing some seventeen thousand citations of 
cases, it comes as a welcome surprise to find Story's text compressed into a 
single volume of seven hundred pages. For an American editor, in this land 
of the free and home of the brave, to undertake to omit or amend any portion 
of the original text, however hoary and antiquated, of such a classic as Story, 
is deemed a literary (or is it a "jural"?) crime of the highest order. Perhaps 
we are right in feeling that, generally speaking, there is danger, and possibly 
disaster, ahead when some daring individual starts to "monkey with" the text 
of a standard law book. Yet, when this work is done by such an accomplished 
hand as that of the editor of the present English edition, no one need fear for 
the result. 

It is obvious that even such a slow-moving portion of our legal system as 
Equity must have changed and developed greatly since Justice Story wrote, 
three generations ago. Indeed, the wonder is that so large a part of Story 
remains as true to-day as when it was written. In accordance with the English 
practice, the editor has omitted much obsolete matter and many extended 
discussions which were moot questions in Story's day but which have long since 
been clearly settled by authority ; he has, whenever necessary, re-written so much 
of the text as is requisite to conform to changes in the rules of Equity, and 
has added new paragraphs to show later developments. Furthermore, no attempt 
is made to cite all the cases in point, even the English ones, and all the citations to 
American authorities are omitted. This gives us a clean page to read and 
avoids the necessity of elaborate footnotes, contradicting or adding to antiquated 
statements found in the original text. And since the present edition is primarily 
for the use of students who seek to know the law as it is, the editor is clearly 
justified in gaining clearness and saving space by this method. 

This new edition should prove highly valuable to the English law student, and 
as a clear and accurate, though as to some matters a rather brief, statement of 
the English equity system as it appears to-day, the volume should everywhere 
receive a welcome. 

E. S. T. 
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